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GENDER

Panjabi Sikhs practice patrilocality, where brides leave their natal village to live with their husband’s family in large,
multi-generation homes. For many Panjab-born women who came to Canada as brides, this meant they often

left behind their entire families and personal support systems to come to an unfamiliar country. For some, this
would have been a very isolating process. The process of transnational marriages also in many cases disrupted this
tradition of patrilocality. While many women immigrated to Canada as brides, many Panjabi men also immigrated
to Canada from Panjab as grooms. For some, this meant that as they moved countries, they began living with their
wives’ families. In this way, the traditional gender norms were flipped.

UNIDENTIFIED BRIDE - WHO IS SHE?

In the process of archiving the photographs from this collection, sometimes the names are missing. While many
of the photographs were labeled with at least one name, in most cases, the name recorded was that of either the
groom or the father of the groom and in most cases the woman’s name was not listed. We chose to use the word
“unidentified” to describe these women versus the terms “unnamed” or “unknown” because these women have
names and are known, they just haven't been identified yet.
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