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MARRIAGES AND MIGRATION

A Transnational Story of BC

Transnational marriages are between two people from different countries of origin. This exhibition
focuses on the topic of transnational marriages by highlighting the connection between migration
and marriage within the Panjabi Sikh community in Abbotsford, British Columbia.

Photographer Henry Martens opened Del Monte Studio in Abbotsford in 1947. In the late 1960s, Henry
sold the business to his nephew, Orlando Martens, who is the one most associated with Del Monte
Studio. Orlando’s photographic output was very high, completing around 1,200 sittings per year. In 1989,
Orlando Martens passed away and Del Monte Studio was sold and eventually dissolved. During his
career as a photographer, Orlando captured moments from significant events for countless families in
the Fraser Valley.

The photographs in this exhibition present a glimpse into Panjabi Sikh wedding ceremonies from the
1960s to the 1990s. Though this exhibit specifically focuses on the transnational marriages among
Panjabi Sikhs to Canada, it is important to recognize that transnational marriages in Canada were
common in many communities. This is only one of many South Asian Canadian immigration stories, and
by highlighting this topic, we hope to honour the stories of Panjabi Sikh Canadians, immigrants, and their
families.
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