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Gurdwaras in the sawmill towns of B.C.

Gur Sikh Temple, National Historic Site, Abbotsford

[SIRH TEMPL]

Exterior view of the Sikh Temple, 1977
MSA Museum Society; Gurdwara

A hundred+ years old Sikh religious institution, built

by struggling settlers (started in 1908, completed in
1911) in Abbotsford B.C., the Gur Sikh Temple is a
testament to the pride, vision and steadfastness of a
settler community at the turn of the last century. The
first Sikhs had arrived in the Fraser Valley in 1905, from
Punjab, India and settled in the Valley by working on the
farms and in the forestry industry. Soon after, in 1908,
local Sikhs started to build a Sikh gurdwara in a true
community effort, under the auspices of the Khalsa
Diwan Society. It would take the fledgling community
four years of hard work and great commitment —

both financial and physical — to finish building it.

The project was spearheaded by Sunder Singh Thandi,
who along with Arjan Singh purchased a once acre
property on a prominent hill adjacent to the mill at Mill
L ake where about fifty or so Sikh men worked. The

foundation stone was laid by Bhai Balwant Singh and
Bhai Ram Singh Dhuleta. Records show that in 1910,
the Abbotsford Post carried advertisements calling
for tenders for steam heating for the gurdwara.

On July 31, 2002 the Gur Sikh Temple was
designated as a National Historic Site and after
extensive renovations, on April 1, 2007 the Gurdwara
reopened with community wide celebrations.

In 2011, one hundred years after it was opened, a Sikh
Heritage Museum was established which holds exhibits
and encourages visitors to visit and guided tours are
organized. The gurdwara functions fully as a centre for
prayer, congregation and memory for Sikhs and as a site
for all Canadians to visit and learn about Sikh history.

Exterior view of the Sikh Temple, 1977

The Reach Gallery Museum

Interior of Gur Sikh Temple, National Historic Site, Abbotsford (1977)
MSA Museum Society, # N1371
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