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Khalsa Diwan Society 1906-present

First Purpose Built Gurdwara in Canada - 1908
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Sangat outside 2nd Avenue Gurdwara, Kitsilano, Vancouver
Komagata Maru: Continuing The Journey Exhibit Collection, South Asian Canadian Digital Archive

Built in 1908 for the Khalsa Diwan Society and designed
by William Henry Archer, the 866 West 2nd Avenue
Gurdwara in Kitsilano was the first purpose built
gurdwara in Canada. Serving a population of a little over
2,000 people at its inception, the Gurdwara continually
served a variety of community needs for over sixty
years as a space for dialogue and dynamic community
engagement. This Gurdwara was the site for numerous
momentous events in the early Sikh history in Canada.

Centred around the religious, intellectual, revolutionary,
political gatherings were balanced by personal events
ike weddings, births and deaths, fulfilling the needs of
the early community’s private joys, through comfort
and solace from the everyday. An inter-religious space
it was the social, political, cultural and economic heart
of the community. The Gurdwara was sold in 1970 to
help build the Ross Street Gurdwara, but its impact

on the lives of many it served is felt even today.
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Exterior view of Khalsa Diwan Society, Ross Street Gurdwara, Vancouver
Chandra Bodalia fonds, South Asian Canadian Digital Archive

1908 fEg U™ HT gie™e AATTET B g=rfamT famT
W3 TeBH J6dT MTddd 2% 3aTTe s 13T famT,
faefasTs fed 866 <Ac 2 Wicfat ‘3 Afas Jrdem T,
63T feg UfawT feAr 39 3 g=rfon fam™ Irdem™a
At WSt ggnm3 fed Bar3d1 2,000 BT & nirgre ! ¢
HIT gde d¥, I8 JIdemd" e Ho AT 3d IT8igTd
e SY-<Y BZT G YdT gdeT fgaTi feg Ay IrsaTs,
gJratgTdd TH®™ W3 IISTHTS He'e &t ded Jdi|

feg JraenaT da3T feg TRy fefsamh gt St Hd3eUda
WIHTE T g gfen™| 88 dfad, feaasdl W3 aTHa 34
Ao Y OT%-0"8 fem™d, HoH W3 WMi3H HHAT™d Sd i
‘OHT AHTdJ <t de 9d | &g Aa™s ITeidTd et Tort gH M,
2d-HY M3 duaHgT €t faedil feg WrAgT 2= @75t & gt

feg fes Wi3g-adtHd g At, § AHTHS, ITHo 3, HATI3S
W3 WMTIrad Aies €T ded All 1970 &g, dA Acedic Jrgem™a’
g=8E %t feg feH™d3 <91 91!, Ud fgR graen™d € YI'e,
FA gretgTd €1 feg AeT gaer fadr, Wid < HigeA J137 /T J

<g<d feaH3 @' 85Ho
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Map of sawmills & shingle mills at False Creek, Vancouver, B.C. indicating the 2nd Avenue Gurdwara

Labour History - Photographs Maps collection, South Asian Canadian Digital Archive

Komagata Maru: Continuing The Journey Exhibit Collection, South Asian Canadian Digital Archive

Sangat outside 2nd Avenue Gurdwara, Kitsilano, Vancouver
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