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Chandra Bodalia

A life through the Lens

Chandravadan “Chandra” Bodalia (1948-2017) was a
famed photojournalist whose work captured the vibrant
diversity of South Asian Canadian communities in
British Columbia. Born in Sisodra, Gujarat, India, Bodalia
immigrated to Vancouver in 1976, where he worked
various jobs—from construction to crafting art props—
before pursuing his passion for photography in the late
1980s. His images became part of local publications such
as The Voice and The Link, documenting community
milestones, cultural celebrations, and political events.
Over his three-decade career he amassed a collection
of over three million photographs, which offer an
unparalleled visual record of British Columbia’s diverse
South Asian communities. As preservation of his legacy
continues, we are reminded that this collection serves
as vital research tool, fostering deeper understanding

of B.C.'s South Asian communities and their histories.

Chandra Bodalia seated against the natural and urban landscape of B.C.
Chandra Bodalia fonds, South Asian Canadian Digital Archive

Bodalia’s work is captured here in the photos he took of
the many Gurdwaras in B.C. These sites are important
touchstones for our community’s memory and history.

Bodalia’s photos capture their beauty, utility and aesthetics.
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gcHdaiBAC AT, fHAer oH fgfcr duah feg g4
TR & grEtgTfant €1 daT-fadart fefdast & de
JdeT ATl 87 9793 € gIAd3 A € fRAZJT iUz feo

W3 1976 fSg Sg=d w12 | 88 Bad ot SH JI3—
JHCIIHG 3 ¥ d IBZHS YIH I8 SI—m3 1980

& W dt €d7e fed @2d[ @l Y3 MUST He Yd™ Ad&" Hd
1371 BT €T IASIT The Voice M3 The Link Eddrmt
HI6S UIITSAHG Ted HTH® d8 T, H IT8idTd et
HJ3SYdG WIHr, AT f38dTd W3 ITHGI 34
HHTITHT & €dATEE M| WrUE 136 edam’ & g d

e, 8o & 36 fHBe 3 g 3AStdT fedat 15,
A Tgfcr AR et Tast THImTET Iretgrad fiearT
&7 SfHA™S fegms fadras g fA< 8of € gddd €1 Ha™
HTdt J, fog I8dHe g Mddrdyds fdAdy ¢& = oH
gget J, 7 gtAT € eust SRrEt grEtgiant w3 8ot et
fef3gTHg ot & 99 JIfdd el 6% AHSS f€g Hee gdel J

Chandra Bodalia at a Nagar Kirtan in B.C.
Chandra Bodalia fonds, South Asian Canadian Digital Archive

JETHB T T dH 58 BIaT et @ent It TdATENT famT
d, 7 87 & gt.AL € gt graeetfant et faghn| feg
gret /A8 ITEidTd €1 Te W3 fEf3d™H B HI3SYdo
[T I6 | IR &t @t fegt aret €t Hed3T,
BUUITS™ W3 HJEI3T S TYdT A€ IdeH I6 |

Bodalia behind the lens, capturing a moment.

Chandra Bodalia fonds, South Asian Canadian Digital Archive
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