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The historic legacy of Gurdwaras

How the past informs the present

Exterior of Sri Guru Singh Sabha Gurdwara, Hong Kong
Khalsa Diwan, Hong Kong (Sikh Temple)

2nd Avenue Gurdwara, Kitsilano, Vancouver, 1910

Komagata Maru: Continuing The Journey Exhibit Collection, South Asian Canadian Digital Archive

In this exhibit we present B.C.'s legendary gurdwaras in
small towns and large cities as sites of memory for Sikhs,

providing us with a historic backdrop of community living.

In 1903, Sikhs stationed in Hong Kong stayed in a
gurdwara before taking the perilous voyage on ship
from Southeast Asian British colonies to Vancouver.
The first Gurdwara in Hong Kong, called Sri Guru Singh

Sabha was built in 1901, by the Sikh members of the
British Army Regiment stationed in Hong Kong.

Since 1904, Sikhs have been in the pursuit of building
gurdwaras wherever they went and settled in BC. It s
commonly believed that the first gurdwara in Canada
was in Golden, BC. According to firsthand accounts it
was established in an old, unused structure provided by
the Columbia River Lumber Company. The first purpose
built gurdwara (1908) in the Kitsilano, Vancouver on
Second Avenue was a social, religious and political
centre for all immigrants from India. It stood as a beacon
of strength for Sikhs as they faced discrimination and
harassment. The second purpose built gurdwara (1911)
is in Abbotsford BC and is now a National Historic Site.

As part of the exhibit Chandra Bodalia’s lite work
offers an unparalleled visual record of B.C.'s diverse
communities. His work is captured and preserved within

the South Asian Canadian Digital Archive (SACDA).
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Exterior view of the Sikh Temple, National Historic Site, Abbotsford (1977)
MSA Museum Society; Gurdwara

fer Yearat feg »AT gl AT € St 82 3T »13
<3 Afdd’ € YfHg gde<ian’ ¢ fAY IrEtdTd €l
e W3 T8f30HS fed™ 3 € Aa™S @n JH ddd d7,
H ATS HISS HI€o € fugd3 Yo dde da|

1903 g, Jdradl feg Afa3 THY @8 Add 3 Ufd®T Irdemd
f[eg ofdfdr famr A, Ae Bd TUs-yde TAME! TgfcH
IRGM 3 Sged €% Y3da'd HHEd! 3T ‘3 fods|
dardar feg ufasT graemtar, |t 91d fRw AT, 1901 feg
fgfea ¢ feg AeT o 9d Y Herat €8 gerfemt farm Al

1904 3, THa <1 THY 318 M3 €H, 89 J1dem™d 98

dl ITHA Jde dd| &g mMH fTede™ A J T 9637 e Ufg®
JIdemTdT %36, I AT, TEg ATl UTa&B T Arsad it 43794,
g IIgem™d I8 Yydrs! M3 Id™H B feg IJfamT fammT
HT, 2 &g fded ®%dd dUat @& fe37 fami™ ATl 1908

f[eg Sg<d ¢ faefAms fe®d €1 2nd Wefeg 3 UfasT
HIATT 39 3 g=TemT TaT JIdem™dT 97d3 3 WMTE H'd
USRI ST AHTTHS, TTdfHd W3 I H6I3d ded Al

He TAY IrEtgTdT SE e W3 YlIZTef e ATgHS Jd fddT AT,
feg IaemTdT Bof Bt HEg3T W3 JAS € THA™S gfent|
1911 feg Wgcreds, gt Al feg grT HaAe! 39 3 gxrfenT
farT grden™aT g f&d gHT fef3am™d feamAs Ardie JI

feR Yearat € fdH €, 9ed ek &7 Hies-3TH S1.AT.
et fefge gretadTds fHedi e feg SftHA™S fercetdrs
'gdTd8 UH dde’ d1 8ol €7 dH ATBE THIMTS d&5 TS
SfHcs mraareie (SACDA) feg Bdfam3 w3 BUsayd J|
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Sangat outside the 2nd Avenue Gurdwara
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