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Group photo of lumber mill workers at Industrial Timber Mills Ltd, Youbou, B.C.
Wilmer Gold collection, South Asian Canadian Digital Archive

Faith and Community Life Alongside the Mills

In 1897 Kesur Singh, a Risaldar Major in the British Indian
Army was part to the Sikh Regiment that travelled across
Canada enroute to England as part of Queen Victoria’s
Golden Jubilee celebrations. He and his fellow soldiers
were part of the Imperial Sikh Lancers, the 25th Cavalry
Frontier Force and Sikh Infantry Regiment. Upon their
return to Hong Kong, they told other men from India
who were stationed there in service to the Crown about
Canada and its many opportunities as a new daughter
colony. Sikh migration to British Columbia started

in 1903. Living in bachelor societies, the first kind of
employment men acquired was in the forestry, mining
and agricultural sector in small towns across B.C.. They
made less money than European settlers, and whatever
money they saved they sent most of it to their families
and supported other men to come to Canada. They also
started to build and congregate in Gurdwaras in B.C.,
building many in the small towns they called home.

Exterior view of Gurdwara Sahib, Golden, B.C.
Golden B.C. Museum

The Golden Gurdwara

First Sikh immigrants went to Golden to work with

the Columbia River Lumber Company working in the
lumberyard, planer and sawmill. The first Sikh gurdwara
in Canada was established in Golden B.C. in 1905 in an
old, unused structure provided by the Columbia River
Lumber Company. It was a plain wooden structure, just
12x20 feet in size with a gable end roof and a Nishaan
Sahib outside proclaiming its sovereign presence. The
building was always open, and the inside was adorned
with ornaments and a beautiful rug with an altar for the
Guru Granth Sahib ji at the front end of the room.

(marked with an arrow), in Golden, B.C.

First Sikh temple oin North America
Golden BC Museum
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