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Form, function and aesthetics

History and Architecture of Gurdwaras

A gurdwara is a place of congregational worship and JIdemTdT fRY YgudT f€g Hd13 1 feames w3 IxTe! ¢
community service in the Sikh tradition. The first gurdwara A 346 €1 g1 J1 UTTRT JIdemd THY TaH & HHEYUS
was established by Guru Nanak Dev Ji, the founder Jd o'od €€ HI €% 1521 f€d dd37dyd, U (Hge"

of Sikhism, in 1521 at Kartarpur, Punjab (present-day YfIA3™®) feg AGTU3 137 famir At I1d oo d, 7 73T,
Pakistan). Guru Nanak, who traveled extensively to spread FHTS3T W3 Tum™d © H6Gd @88 B! fene 99 € a73d!
messages of peace, equality, and love, settled in Kartarpur, Jde dd, Id37dyd feg €| §a 8™ & 43ta3t 5d A131
where he cultivated the land and introduced the concept of %3 ®dTd €1 YdUd™ €f g3 J13T — A g &g HE3 3ra
angar—a free community kitchen open to all, regardless o J, T AT3-UT3, TdH A fuea3 €1 3t Jege adl
of caste, creed, or background. The town, founded by Jel| <t efdn™ © g€ FATTEN feg Afad BT & Haargmt
him on the banks of the Ravi River, became a spiritual HE MO 3THE 3 AHTTAS Sed g< famr| 188 J1 a1d
and social hub for his followers. It was in Kartarpur that &Tod & TAHY TaH €1 Ufe3d aTdfHd 9[a IId d[8 A™fdd Hi
Guru Nanak composed many hymns included in the Guru f[Sg HTH® J&T &t It €1 dgaT Si3t, fiA feg myH]
Granth Sahib ji, the Sikh holy scripture, notably the Japji Afag S HHS J1 91d 676d & Id37dYd ey 18 A™S 39
Sahib. He lived there for 18 years, fostering a close-knit AT SIS 3 18 faut 3 TEigTg €&t THY A3 =&t |
Sikh community until his passing on September 22, 15309. G €T 73 A3 AH™BST 22 A3Yd 1539 ¢ fea gt dfenf|
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Gurdwara Sri Darbar Sahib, Kartarpur, Pakistan
Jaam Saqi, Adobe Stock

Gurdwara architecture in the Canadian diaspora

As Sikh places of worship, gurdwaras are significant fAY TJgHd aiet @, JIdem™d TAdE TdHd &df, AdT Ug'=
markers of both faith and identity. Despite their cultural W3 fere™d € HI3eYdo foA™e g | feAel HATEd Hd33
importance, little research has explored their architecture, & ITede, HTH ddd STeAddT gEigfan’ feg, raemtian
particularly in diaspora communities. In Canada, where &l STH3IST I7d We It mifgme J137 famr J1 A&7 ey, fHa
Sikh settlers first arrived in the 1890’s gurdwaras have fRYT €t Ufast wHe 1890 € €dTd feg I8 AT, Idem™s
olayed a central role in both their spiritual life and Ry greigTd €f TatHd fedit w3 AHTAS fedo feg ded]
community building. Early gurdwaras reflected western STHST {6I™8E M I6| HIM3T TIeMd UgHT TAZ TS’
aesthetics before moving to traditional Sikh architectural gl 3B fed™8Y Ao, Ud Imie fed &g U THY A3 IS
features like domes and arches. Moghul influences like S 1Y M3 Hdd™d — &% €| JIdemidnit feg Jige
the domes are commonly ascribed to Sikh gurdwaras. ST HATE AT Y= 3T mH 3 ‘3 24T A do |

The blend and fusion of Sikh and Canadian design e w3 dose fsres 3378 tHgy & araemtiant
elements are seen in symbolic facades and devotional et fgaad3t w3 IarsTaTHt aret &g fam 7 Ade J
spaces. The hybrid nature of Sikh Canadian identity TJ Ha%3 Ug's, dos' feg fHY gretgTd wt ferdids w3

is reflected in the visual beauty of B.C. Gurdwaras. THI Hed3™ § fgfch dxg € graentant f€g YdreT8el
Today there are 100 gurdwaras across Canada and JI WA JdE3T €9 100 3 €T IIdem™d o, 1 THda TIHd
these spaces embody both religious devotion and the 3131 &dt, Adl THY UgT™s €1 Bd"37d 39¢€1% d Idt S
continuously evolving narrative of Sikh identity within o <1 €dA'8Y Jo| dd Jdemd € I7dd fors ATfds, H

the Canadian mosaic. Like sentinels, the Nishan Sahibs SHIT M3 BT da1 feg Bdfen dev J, g arsAT fiy

lay claim to sovereign space outside each gurdwara, UJITo M3 TTdTHE HYg3T & o™ dgeT J1 fea forms,
draped in saffron and blue signifying the reformist faith’s Jd d[8 ATfad €1 Jadl feg TRY™ & THAT TRfeMT Yru3

call for Sikhs to be eternal learners in conversation with FJ6 M3 AHTAL 27d3 %Y feg dIfds & oe fee8er Ji

the Guru Granth Sahib housed in the Gurdwara.
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Khalsa Diwan Society Gurdwara, Abbotsford Guru Nanak Sikh Gurdwara, Surrey-Delta
Chandra Bodalia fonds, South Asian Canadian Digital Archive Chandra Bodalia fonds, South Asian Canadian Digital Archive
Nanaksar Gurdwara Sahib, Richmond Lake Cowichan Gurdwara

Chandra Bodalia fonds, South Asian Canadian Digital Archive Google Maps | World Gurdwaras

Ross Street Gurdwara, Vancouver
Chandra Bodalia fonds, South Asian Canadian Digital Archive

Architecture of the Guru Nanak Sikh Gurdwara, Surrey
Chandra Bodalia fonds, South Asian Canadian Digital Archive
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