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Hillcrest Gurdwara, Sahtlam Mill near Duncan B.C.
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The Hillcrest Gurdwara

The Hillcrest Gurdwara, built in 1935 was located on the
Sahtlam Mill near Duncan BC in the middle of housing
for mill workers, making it a social, cultural and religious
centre for Sikhs. The mill paid for all the costs associated
with the Gurdwara like heating and electricity. At this
time, major celebrations were divided between the
different gurdwaras on Vancouver Island. For example,
Vaisakhi was celebrated at Victoria's gurdwara, and
Canada Day was always held at Paldi gurdwara and the
Jor Mela continues even today. These days held special
imporance to the community and Sikhs from as far away
as Vancouver would also come to attend. These were
exciting times when everyone would get together and
even arrive a few days earlier to help out. Families would
get busy with preparations and chores such as finding
mattresses and washing linens for the guests that would
arrive. In 1948, the gurdwara moved to Mesachie Lake’s
new Hillcrest location. It was moved by separating it into
three parts and was then reattached. In 1968 the Hillcrest
Gurdwara was moved to Lake Cowichan when the mill at
Sahtlam shut down. The new gurdwara in Lake Cowichan
was built by using parts of the Hillcrest Sikh Temple.

Bunkhouse and cookhouse for the labourers at Industrial Timber Mills Ltd, Youbou, B.C.
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Mesachie Lake, Youbou

Mesachie Lake is a small community on Vancouver
sland in the Cowichan Valley, known for the Hillcrest

_umber Company founded by Carlton Stone in 194 3.
Stone relocated his Sahtlam based Hillcrest Lumber
Mill to the new community and continued to operate it
till 1968. After that the mill was dismantled, machinery
was sold and the site cleaned and levelled. Today

the mill is the home of beautiful Camp Imadene.

The actual closing date of the historic mill occurred on
Friday, Aug. 23, 1968. B.C.'s Attorney General Mr. Wally
Oppal was raised in Mesachie Lake and later worked there
to help pay for his university education. The significant
Sikh community in Mesachie Lake made it their home
while they worked at Hillcrest. The Hillcrest Gurdwara

stood there till it was dismantled to become a part of the
Lake Cowichan Sikh Temple, which still stands today.

JSIAE JraenTdT, 7 1935 fog gxrfew famr At, 96
FfcH BT 63 ATI3HBH THS 3 Hegd et faarfert &
'SodTd Afg3 ATl f&g Irden™d’ THY STatgTd BT grafHd,

AHT S M3 AfgWTaTdd ded < fdmT ATl THS €% didem™d &

ATd Udd fra<e Jifddr 3 fgast mife Igauret Ji3t 7iet At 8H
AH Soded MTEIRS € €U-<d JrdemTan’ feg vy f38a7g

Ho™ Hie Aa| BeTdda @n, feA™ feadd € gidemd fed
Horat 7iet AT, 3 46373 JHHT ISl © Iidemd fed deT AT
03 A% »id 3d 77dT J1 89 foe s7eigg st ferH Hd3<
dute Ao | feat AHTITHT feg ATHS d< %1 gd-Ed 3, €8 3
f[g Saged 3 <1, TAy w8 feg g93 83 dyds AH dt Ao,
A ATd T89S Je 3 993 Bd fea UTast wr o ST f3nra it
g foA™ 2| Ufgegd HigH &t BT gifen &t feeraT gda,
gred’ Tt Sdditut f3mrgitmt ‘g &d1 diel 1948 ey, &g
JIeMTdT &< fasAe, HATET ¥ HE™S ‘3 fHge J13T fami
fer$ 3o 391 ‘g €8 d o< AT ‘3 fad Afgn famm 1930
d €d'd feg 1&g Jaem™dT € HI3<eYds T ITHS HE™S I
gdT ATl 1968 g, He ATI3%H €1 THS de 3¢, fasdAce
JIJeMdT & SETG ‘T 3TC1S AI37 a7 &< JIdeM™d

el fodH™= ‘g Yyd'e fasfAe drdem™d € fdA =d3 12|

HATET 89 Saded METes € dfggs e8! feg fag ad]
ITETIS 3T J, 1 1943 feg Id%cs ACS g
a3 J13T fosdAe Bag duat Bet vt 7iel J1 76 &
MRS ATg3&8H WraTg3 fogdAe $9d THE & o< HATY]
&d YIS fesTd feg 39el® 9 f&MT AT W3 1968
39 g&fenT| 8A 3 g THE § 3Z fe3T famrm, HATedt
=9 f&3T ar8t W3 ATEle @ A'@ Idd HH3® 13T fam|

W Bd Aa™® Ade JY feHele ©v wa J1 fef3gAg fHs ©
ge d< €l WA TH3T HadeTd, 23 WdTH3 1968 Hi| fgfern
IBIT & WIS HodH %1 BUR ATfdg HATYT &4 ‘J
YB-g8 HO M3 IHE fSd BT & MU GaledfAcT €
YZTE B 88 IH <t F137I HATET B fed € Hd3<Udo
Ay gretgTaT AT /T A fosAe TH® fEg SH IgeT Al
(JSJHC JIdem™d’ B8 43T AT He SIS BA & 33 9 B
Sfege fAY dys et AT g=rfem famr, 1 i <€t Hyge J1

Sangat gathered outside Hillcrest Gurdwara for an event, 1937
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