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The Hundal Family

Hundal family in front of their family home in Point Grey, B.C. Hakam Singh Hundal’s

family (Hakam’s grandmother, Bishan Kaur and children Atma Singh Hundal, Ikball

Singh Hundal, Teja Singh Hundal, and Jerry Singh Hundal)
Paul Hundal family fonds, South Asian Canadian Digital Archive

In 1906, Hakam Singh Hundal arrived in British Columbia,
having traveled from San Francisco with his brother Jiwan
Singh Hundal, who settled in Astoria, Oregon. Hakam
worked for the Canadian Pacific Railway, cleared land for
the Vancouver Golf Club in 1910, and labored at the False
Creek Lumber Company by 1918. Determined to reunite
his family, he fought tirelessly after U.S. authorities denied
their entry in 1911, forcing them back to Hong Kong. After
nearly two years of advocacy, the federal government
granted them entry through an Act of Grace in June 1913.

The tamily settled in Point Grey, where Hakam built their
home on Lot 24. His son, Ikball Singh Hundal, excelled
academically, graduating from Point Grey High School

in 1919 and earning a Bachelor of Science in Mechanical
Engineering from the University of Washington in 1925.
Despite his achievements, lkball faced racial discrimination
that barred him from professional engineering work.
Choosing activism over compromise, he joined the
Ghadar Party and returned to India in 1930 to fight for
independence, vowing to remain unmarried until India

was free—a promise he kept until 1948. He returned
to Canada in 1955 but tragically lost his life to random
violence in 1965. The Hundal family’s story reflects

courage, sacrifice, and an enduring commitment to justice.

Records indicate that the Hundal family was an active
and significant contributor to the Khalsa Diwan Society,
Vancouver. In 1927, Atma Singh Hundal, son of Hakkam
Singh Hundal, also served as a Director of the society.

Hakam Singh Hundal (on the top right) with three unidentified men on a locomotive.

Paul Hundal fonds, South Asian Canadian Digital Archive

One Family, Endless Strength
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SIKHS ORGANIZE GURU WANAK MINING AND TRUST COMPANY
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The wovernment of Cunsdy was rving o get vid of Bikhs bur Sikhs decided to Build their ternples al Victoria.
Abbotstord and MNow Westnunster tor warship, Neacmng the encd ol [90H, they bougbt o for gt 1200 Topazr Avenue,
Yictaria (o buixl o lemple.
¢ b Froses Mell anol Aboosslond, they had ther temporary structures tor worship and began looking Tor lols 1o
buid temples o Abbowstord and Now Westnunster as well.

All the dukbs of Brinsh Columisa felr at the same time that they needed the leadershap of Prof. Teja Siogh. Prof.
Tega Singh and leading members of Sikh commuemity planned to take some steps to organize the economic wellure of
East Tndign residents of British Columbia. They organized and celebrated The Gura Mamak Mining and Trust
Company Limued on 2th of November, 1903, Our of 231 members, divectors were slected. The iest mesting of the
directors was called on December 8, 190%, An extrs ovdmary meeting was held on fth of Febmuary 1909, Another
imporianl meeting was keld on Bth ol Macch 1909 The following directors attended e mecting:

'I Bhal Haxim Singh {(CP.#) Bhat Hira Singh Vancouver
t  Bhal Bartan smgh Rhat Bhag Sinph

! Bhai Bartan Singh Barner Bhat Waryvam Singh

I'rol. Tea Singn
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I September, IHH the following office bearers wers elected Lo act simply 1o run the the besiness of THE GURL
MNANAK MINING AND TRUST COMPANY;

ffhai Bhay Singh Preswlent-Managme Director
Bhat Bhan Singh Wice President

Bhait Rajah Singh Secrctary

Bhen Hakim Sioeli member

Bhat Warvam Smgh Port Moody, Member

Phat Battan Singh Junior Meomber
Bhai Battan Smph Senior Member
Bhai Hira Singh Member
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THEIE AlMS WERE:

To orpanize Guru Manak Guru Gobind Singh Hestel for East Indian students.

To buy land for tarmung o settle unemploved workers.

To invest @ mining o get employment for workers.

To organise their own Trust Company (o look alter the banking needs of the workers,

Tu oepn their own shopping muacket oo mmport needed poods from India.

To organize a Canadian-Indian Supply and Trust Company.

To organize a company of Canadian home builders.,

While Sikhs were trying their best to make Canada their own home, the local newspapers continued the hate
propapanda against the Sikhs of Canada:

"The class of Hindu that have mvaded Bntish Columbia, are commonly known as Sikhs, entirely dependent wpon
their physical capabilities-those who have no set aim in life. They are the “coolies” of Caleuti, In staiure averype Sikh
% slender and bis body gaunt. The complexion is dark-brown while his hair is long and black. In dress he copies the
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Photocopy of a document from the Guru Nanak Mining & Trust Company, where

Hakam Singh Hundal is listed as a founding director under the name “Hakim”.
Paul Hundal family fonds, South Asian Canadian Digital Archive

1906 feg, g7aH fHW Jges fgfen st mre, fad3 mrys
IJT v THW Jv% 578 He gITAAD 3 73d™ ddd me Ao,

H BddTs € WA fEg SHE AG| I6H & d&3a dfAfes
J®< feg g 9137, 1910 €9 S9<d di%e IS B HHTG
AT S13T, M3 1918 3 @%H HId Bad dUat fed THIa3
13t Wus Yfde™d & ga7dT fedeT 9d6 € ®%ed a'%, Bd
1911 fE9 A »HITST wfadratu & Bof € Trd® & Hodd
&1 37 M3 BaT & I7dT a1 €A 3H €37, 37 HdM3'd

Hdl B3| BITFdT € A € MUTS HdTd, Sed! AdSd & H6
1913 &9 & mige we 9[A 97dT Bt & TrusT fe3T

Ufgerg dfee grd e =AW, TH8 ITdH & B 24 ‘I WSt
Wd gEanT| BHET Y39, fodad™ fHW I8, U'aH &' fed
83foHe faar, 1919 f&g Ufee 919 IEt AgS 3 digee
dfenm w3 1925 fog efidies gatedfrct 3 Hafeas
EHTefdar f[eg 9u%d wire AfEH €t f3d1dT oA J13T
MY AgH3Tel € g'ede, feda™® @ oA%! 3ede &
ATIHST SdaT fun™ fA a7ds 89 UA<Sd fEATamiddr o H
&5d1 g AfSWT| AHS3Tdd6 B g9aTe, Bd died Utdct fed
HH® dfem™ w3 1930 feg 3793 €UH fdm™ HE334d3T |l
BITE ®ET, fog IAH gt fd 9793 MTHE &7 de 3d fen™d
&d1 FIIT—n BAG 1948 3 Ydt 34t 8g 1955 €9 A6
TYH WM Ug 1965 feg nisars fdAT € fTaaTd d d mrust
Hedil I 9671 Jes Ufded 21 sl JA®, IBIE6 W3
font &t AeT IrfeH gfas et SgadasT & egAT8et Ji

TH3eH €dH8Y 6 fd Je Ufde™d dTsH!
feers AATTEET, S6dEd €T HIdIgH M3 HI3<Ydd
TdTeTadTdl ATl 1927 &g, adH THW Jes & U3d
W3HT fAW Jew St AATfect © 3fedacd Id|
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