
One Family, Endless Strength

In 1906, Hakam Singh Hundal arrived in British Columbia, 

having traveled from San Francisco with his brother Jiwan 

Singh Hundal, who settled in Astoria, Oregon. Hakam 

worked for the Canadian Pacific Railway, cleared land for 

the Vancouver Golf Club in 1910, and labored at the False 

Creek Lumber Company by 1918. Determined to reunite 

his family, he fought tirelessly after U.S. authorities denied 

their entry in 1911, forcing them back to Hong Kong. After 

nearly two years of advocacy, the federal government 

granted them entry through an Act of Grace in June 1913.  

 

The family settled in Point Grey, where Hakam built their 

home on Lot 24. His son, Ikball Singh Hundal, excelled 

academically, graduating from Point Grey High School 

in 1919 and earning a Bachelor of Science in Mechanical 

Engineering from the University of Washington in 1925. 

Despite his achievements, Ikball faced racial discrimination 

that barred him from professional engineering work.  

Choosing activism over compromise, he joined the 

Ghadar Party and returned to India in 1930 to fight for 

independence, vowing to remain unmarried until Indi a 

was free—a promise he kept until 1948. He returned 

to Canada in 1955 but tragically lost his life to random 

violence in 1965. The Hundal family’s story reflects 

courage, sacrifice, and an enduring commitment to justice.

Records indicate that the Hundal family was an active 

and significant contributor to the Khalsa Diwan Society, 

Vancouver. In 1927, Atma Singh Hundal, son of Hakkam 

Singh Hundal, also served as a Director of the society.

Hundal family in front of their family home in Point Grey, B.C. Hakam Singh Hundal’s 

family (Hakam’s grandmother, Bishan Kaur and children Atma Singh Hundal, Ikball 

Singh Hundal, Teja Singh Hundal, and Jerry Singh Hundal)
Paul Hundal family fonds, South Asian Canadian Digital Archive

Photocopy of a document from the Guru Nanak Mining & Trust Company, where 

Hakam Singh Hundal is listed as a founding director under the name “Hakim”.
Paul Hundal family fonds, South Asian Canadian Digital Archive
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The Hundal Family 
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