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Gurdwaras in the sawmill towns

Paldi Sikh Temple
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Front view of the original Paldi Sikh Temple Interior of the Paldi Sikh Temple
Joan Mayo Fonds, South Asian Canadian Digital Archive Paldi collection, South Asian Canadian Digital Archive
The Paldi Sikh Temple and Cemetery are provincially Ul THY Hed W3 AT § JdTdH HadHS Wdae € ARG
recognized under Section 18 of the Heritage Conservation 18 mats Y3t dag ‘3 He3T Y3 J, fagfa feg fgfen
Act, as they epitomize the Sikh rural experience in JHET feg THY U3 Hieo Wad< € 6HGdIId! Sdt Ja|
British Columbia. Paldi was a small, tight-knit logging sl 8 adt, I3t I8 Ba3F fgaret g&tgds gA3t AT H
community located between Duncan and Lake Cowichan SEISd MTERS 3 390 M3 Bd JTfSg6 TdfHMTG ATTS
on Vancouver Island. Originally, it was called Mayo Siding, At 79 feg ferg vt ArElfsdr fagr Ater AT, Ug gmie
but the name was later changed to Paldi, after the village in f[ed feAeT & Urset gfe famT — YA e BATUS € &
Punjab from where its founder, Mayo Singh, had migrated. 3, fHd feAd Argud vl fHW Y& Jdd WTe Ao |
The town was established in 1916 by shareholders fer Jfad € FauaT 1916 fEg 8o AMdd®%sd’ o Ji31
who purchased timber rights in the area — including At fHoT & fe®md ‘g 893 € I "did — fAn feg Hat fAw
Mayo Singh Manhas, his brother Ganea Singh H&d™H, 8o € gaT difen fRW Hea™, %i3d eHa TR,
Manhas, Attar Doman Singh, and Kapoor Singh W3 FYJ TR TAE ATHS AG | Hidd €1 feamr YfdfagnT
Siddoo. As the town developed, it grew to include a o, &g f&a ¥ag tHs, v st € gds, AGS, 37
lumber mill, the Mayo company store, a school, post WJ, FUTSI HEd, STHMT BET Iad8H W3 THY, AU,
office, a Japanese temple, bunkhouses for workers, diol W3 Gaul HAed Ufded’ B faarfen g=ret arel|
and family housing for Sikh, Japanese, Chinese,
and European labourers who worked in the mill. Uret feg Ufa®T gaemrar 1917 feg afgwr famr At »i3
g 7HUTST g0 Hed 1923 fedl 1949 feg 9793 ¢ Ufd®
The first gurdwara (Sikh temple) in Paldi opened in 1917, YT H3dT HEdd® ™% &dd & Miys fgfcr S&etmm €4
and a Japanese Buddhist temple followed in 1923. In €d76 dTHEl B 13T 13T WMTYS gdH ‘3, UTse ! & Mgl
1949, India’s first Prime Minister, Jawaharlal Nehru, visited 1,500 BT 3IF AT, Ud 1960 € €d'd feg Ae UTHBe!l Tl
Paldi during a tour of British Columbia. At its peak, Paldi %gd TH® 9¢ 981, 3T g JK1-dB! f8g B ada®%ads (U3
was home to 1,500 people, but during the 1960s, when &3 d dd e g8 dIe | Ydr=' JidemTd’ B'd T&37 fam™ i3
the Paldi sawmill closed, residents gradually moved away 1968 feg 6=t IrgemTdT J=famT famT, 7 WH 39 I7Edd
from this intercultural village. The original gurdwara was ¢l AT &g fdaT J1 WiH €1 %d1d 0% ‘9 B g7 fHEHH
torn down and replaced by a new one in 1968, which W3 ITEYTdd Had dd A™S 963" 3 ‘3 88 feds de da |

continues to serve the community to this day. There’s
a small museum inside the langar hall, and community
members still gather here every year on Canada Day.

Sangat at the annual Jor Mella festivities outside the Paldi Gurdwara

Sawmill Worker Stories collection, South Asian Canadian Digital Archive
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